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FOREWORD 


EW pictorial records have been made of this town of 

Huddersfield. The reason for this may lie in the popular 

belief that only subjects of obvious beauty are worthy of 

the artists’ attention, and we must confess that Hudders- 
field cannot be called a beautiful town. But, despite the gloom 
of its buildings, the haziness of its plan, and its preoccupation 
with manufacture, the town contains much that is of interest 
to the artist. 

So I present this little “Scrap Book”’ in the hope that the 
public may wish to possess a few records, chosen quite at 
random, of a town which is changing year by year and whose 
change will be hastened with the coming of peace. 

I have been helped by many kindly people in my search 
for subjects, and by others who have been interested in the 
production of this book—especially Mr. J. Carruthers, whose 
cover design and title-page add distinction to it, and who has 
helped considerably in the production of the format. My 
thanks are also due to Mr. Harold Taylor of the Corporation 
Estates Department for providing me with information con- 
cerning the subjects illustrated. Lastly, my thanks are due to 
Mr. John Dawson, of the Process Engraving Department of 
the Illustrated London News, who, despite the menace of ‘flying 
bombs’, has furnished me with such an excellent set of blocks. 
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LION BUILDINGS 
THE THEATRE ROYAL 
STEPS IN IMPERIAL YARD 
QUEEN STREET CHAPEL 
Tisley eKOUUEN TIP GXO ARE 
THE OLD CLARENCE 
MANCHESTER STREET 
REBECCA 
BEAUMONT PARK 
MILNSBRIDGE HOUSE 
THE GREAT DOORWAY 
LINFIT HALL BARN 
TRINITY CHURCHYARD 


LION BUILDINGS 


SIGHT familiar to anyone arriving in Huddersfield by 
train. The buildings were erected in 1853 by a Mr. 
Samuel Oldfield. Sir John W. Ramsden with the 

Huddersfield Improvement Committee was respon- 
sible for the construction of John William Street in the 1850’s 
to link up New Street with St. George’s Square, and give access 
~ to the Railway Station. The ground behind the buildings was 
intended to house the Town Hall. In 1894 we find them des- 
cribed as ‘comprising externally a number of elegant shops and 
warehouses in the Italian Style, and internally an arcade or 
bazaar, with warehouses and shops for the sale of cloth, drapery, 
fancy goods etc.” About 1921 there was a scheme to build a 
super-cinema within the Arcade, which failed to materialise. 
The plinth on which the lion stands is inscribed “SEELEY, 
LONDON.” 
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THEATRE ROYAL 


TANDING in Ramsden Street, at the corner of Bull 
and Mouth Street, the present building is the second 
Theatre Royal to occupy the site. It was designed by 
E. B. Entwistle of Southport, and opened on April 11th 
1881. The familiar verandah was added in 1900. Internally 
It is a typical Nineteenth Century theatre, small but high, 
with boxes, circle and balcony decorated in florid profusion. 
The previous building on the site, the Theosophical Hall, later 
the Theatre Royal, was destroyed by fire on February 15th 
1880. 
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IMPERIAL YARD 


MPERIAL Yard leads, with several twists and turns, from 

New Street into Victoria Lane. It was once the back way 

into the former Imperial Hotel, and there is still a notice over 

the Victoria Lane entrance to that effect. The steps are 
erected at the side of a building dated 1841, and the inscription, 
a portion of which can be seen over the arch on the left, reads 
‘Victoria Buildings’. Whoever carved the inscription omitted 
to cross the bar of the A, and added a comma between the 
words. We find that the Yard was built by James Brook in 
1837, and at the time was described as containing warehouses, 
workshops and outbuildings. 
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QUEEN ST CHAPEL 


TANDING in a shallow courtyard off Queen Street, 
and flanked by buildings designed in keeping with it, 
Queen Street Chapel was opened in 1819, and was then 
the largest Methodist Chapel in the world. Inside are 
several monuments to the Bentley’s of Lockwood, who were 
benefactors. The war has taken the railings, which gave the 
building an added distinction. 
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+ QUEEN STREET CHAPEL + 


THE COUNTY COURT 


TANDS behind its small forecourt, in Queen Street, 

quite near to Queen Street Chapel. It is a charming little 

classic building, and bears on its pediment the title 

““COURT OF REQUESTS’? and the date 1825. The war 
resulted in its losing its railings. 
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THE OLD CLARENCE 


N interesting old building on the right of Chapel Hill 

as one goes down, and reaches the corner of Dale Street. 

One of its ground-floor windows still bears the proud 

title of Clarence Hotel, although the other window 
declares it to be a ““Working Men’s Home’’. The large sign 
occupying the centre of the front is quite unique with its boldly 
modelled wooden heads set on bracket scrolls. This property 
was built in 1842-43 by John Turner of Oldham, Innkeeper ; 
Benjamin Turner of Huddersfield, Joiner and Cabinet Maker, 
and Joseph Turner of Brighouse, Hairdresser. It is described 
as dwelling-house, shop and yard up to 1863, and the first 
reference to its becoming used as a public-house is in 1878. 
The drawing shows the building as seen from Chapel Hill, and 
the sign-board forms its frame. 
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MANCHESTER STREET 


4 


RECTED in 1807-8 by John Marchant, and described as 
sundry dwellings, this quaint row of buildings stood in 
Manchester Street and faced down John Street towards 
New Street. The archway led to the “Wheatsheaf” behind, 
and the houses with their steps and railings, and the pedimented 
central portion, made a fascinating little group. The ventilator 
from the railway tunnel towers behind them, and in the fore- 
ground are the remains of one of the John Street dwellings. 
Much of this area has been demolished during the war years. 
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MANCHESTER STREET OPPOSITE JOHN ST. HOUSES DEMOLISHED 1940 


REBECCA 


MUCH DAMAGED but well Known piece of statu- 

ary standing in Greenhead Park. The sculptor was 

Sam Auty—formerly well known in Huddersfield, and 

then living at 2 Victoria Street, Lindley. Not seen on 
the drawing is an inscription, which reads “‘The Rocky 
Stream’”’ ; Presented by the members of the Huddersfield & 
District Band of Hope Union, July 1885”. The drinking foun- 
tain of which it formed a part is now quite dry. 
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BEAUMONT PARK 


LOVELY little Park with rocky cliffs, winding paths, 

innumerable steps, and some delightful vistas of the 

Holme Valley. It was constructed on the site of 

Dungeon Wood, the ground being presented to the 
Corporation by Henry Frederick Beaumont, of Whitley Beau- 
mont. The grounds were opened by the Duke and Duchess of 
Albany on October 13th 1883. 
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MILNSBRIDGE HOUSE 


FINE old house that has fallen on evil days. Miulns- 
bridge House is here seen from the Bowling Green of 
the adjoining Club. It is believed to have been built 
about 1750, and was first occupied by Sir Joseph 
Radcliffe, the terror of the “‘Luddites”. Passing in 1823 into 
the hands of Mr. Joseph Armitage it remained in the Armitage 
family until 1919. The house formerly stood in large grounds 
extending to the river, and boasted two pools, a rookery, and 
fine gardens. ‘The only ground it now has is a small roughly 
fenced enclosure in which have grown several graceful trees. 
Large mills crowd up to its very doors, and it is used as an 
iron store. The pediment contains a coat-of-arms and some 
interesting rococo ornament. 
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THE DOORWAY 


HIS is what was once the main doorway leading into 
the garden. Itis large and well proportioned, and the 
brackets supporting the pediment have interesting 
carved heads below them. At some later date when 
the house was divided, this doorway was made into a window 
and a doorway made to the right of it as seen in the drawing. 
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LINFIT HALL BARN 


FINE example of early timber roof construction, the 
barn of Linfit or Linthwaite Hall is now a garage, The 
huge ‘cruck’ beams supporting the roof rest on stone 
blocks as at Woodsome Hall barn. Like the Hall, the 
barn will date from the Sixteenth Century. Added windows 
let in a lot more light than would have been the case formerly, 
but it is well cared for and is in a good state of preservation. 
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TRINITY CHURCH 


HE building of Trinity Church, in Trinity Street, was 

commenced in 1817, and completed in 1819. Mr. 

Benjamin Haigh Allen, the wealthy young owner of 

Greenhead Hall provided the money and the land, and 
gave a sum towards its endowment. Ten years afterwards this 
gentleman died at the early age of thirty-six, and was buried in 
the crypt together with his infant daughter Anne. A typical 
Nineteenth Century monument to his memory is to be seen on 
the South wall of the chancel. The churchyard is a quiet place, 
off busy Trinity Street, and the tomb shown is that of Thomas 
Lockwood, one of the founders of the Huddersfield Bank, who 
died in 1826. 
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